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In Reply Refer To: 
ECS-Hall Stop 650 2 Q^Q jggg 

Confidential Claim Retracted 

Authorized by: ^ ^ 

Date: of^K^Ill, 

Mi*raorandura 

To: Chief, Conservation Division 

From: Deputy Division Chief—Onshore Minerals Regulation ̂ ^ 

Subject: Preparation of an Environmental Impact Scateuent (EIS) on the 
Anaconda Company's Jackplle-Paguate Uranium Mine Reclamation 
Plan 

The South Central Region by memorandum of May 7, 1980, recommends that 
an EIS be prepared prior to the Geological Survey's (GS) final action on 
the proposed Jackplle-Paguate reclamation plan. 1 agree with the Manager's 
views and hereby recommend that you approve the preparation of an EIS on 
the subject plan. 

The Jackpfle complex is located on the Laguna Indian Reservation approxi
mately 40 miles west of Albuquerque, New Mexico. The site was explored 
under a Mineral Prospecting Permit of October 18, 1951, and through the 
terms of the permit and subsequent lease modifications, the Jackpile is 
now covered by three surviving leases (Lease No. 1 dated November 28. 
1362, Lease No. A dated July 24, 1963, and Lease No. 8 dated July 6,.1976) 
which cover approximately 7,000 acres. 

The Jackpile has been in oper.-.tlon since 1953. During its operation, 
Anaconda has removed 356 million tons of material from 2 open pits and 5 
underground mines, from which'22 million tons of ore have been produced. 
The project presently consists of approximately 1,000 acres of open pits, 
2,000 acres of ore and waste piles, and 485 acres of reclaimed land in 
an area approximately 3 miles wide and 4 miles In length. 

T.ie GS has never approved a mine plan for the open pit operations. Regu
lations pertaining to surface exploration, mining, and reclamation of 
Indian lands, Title 25 CFR 177, were promulgated in 1969, but they were 
not applicable to leases Issued prior to the effective date of such 
regulations. In 1976, the Issuance of lease number 8 placed the projects 
under Title 25 CFR 177 and Title 30 CFR 231, which require the submission 
and approval of mine plans. 
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